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AS I WRITE, A FEELING OF NORMALCY is coming back to our city. Masks are (not quite) gone, 
venue capacities are close to 100 percent, and we are looking forward to a school year that is—more 

or less—normal. It feels good, covering up for the 
odd feeling of a currently student-less campus.

But what if “normal” is a really bad goal? 

A “norm” is something that is ordinary and expected. 
“Normalizing” test scores means making them all 
alike for the purpose of finding the exceptional. 
If “going back to normal” means throwing away 
lessons learned during a trying time—lessons that 
include the faithfulness and work of the Living God 
in Jesus Christ—then you can keep normal.

The Free Lutheran Bible College and Seminary is 
anything but normal. In the past year, many people 
around the world have started asking foundational, 
primary, and fundamental questions. At FLBCS, 
that’s what we do all the time, and we answer those 
questions from God’s Word. 

Going off to college to get a degree to gain 
certification to make money in a career is normal. 
We turn that paradigm on its head: What is work 
for? Or better yet, WHO is work for. Or with better 
grammar, “For whom do we work?” We work for the 
One who has granted us His finished work, but we 
work for the benefit of our neighbor. 

When we say, “start here, go anywhere, grounded 
in God’s Word,” it’s not just a clever slogan to get people to come to FLBCS. Teaching students 
God’s Word is a high enough calling, but we also engage students to help them find out where their 
“anywhere” might be, and we send them off to that future, grounded in God’s Word. 

I wish that was normal. But it’s not. Take a page from the students, staff, and alumni who have 
written for this issue of Kinship. Be … abnormal. 

Dr.  Wade Mobley [FLBCS President]
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Sixteen seminarians and 77 Bible College 
students walked across the stage on May 8 to 
receive recognition for their academic achievements 
during the first commencement service in the new 
Student Life Center. These graduates, from the 
classes of 2020 and 2021, celebrated together with 
many family members who were in attendance. 

“God has saved us according to His steadfast 
love, and this year we have seen His hand. Our Lord 
has done it!” said Dr. Wade Mobley. 

Pastor Adam Osier gave his first commencement 
address as dean of the Bible College, sharing from 
Romans 10. The service also included greetings 
from the student body presidents of each class 
as well as music from the FLBC choirs. God’s 
faithfulness in establishing students in His Word 
was evident throughout the service. To watch the 
full recording, visit vimeo.com/flbc.

FLBCS graduates were not the only members of the 
campus community to receive academic recognition 

this spring. After many years of 
intensive study and research, two 
tenured faculty members completed 
doctoral programs. Pastor Jerry 
Moan satisfied the requirements 
for the Doctor of Ministry (D.Min.) 
degree at Central Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Plymouth, Minn. Pastor 
Brent Olson received his Ph.D. in Old 
Testament Exegetical Theology from 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. 
Both men say their experience goes to 
show one should never stop learning. 
Olson and Moan will continue to train 

students in the Word of God at the Bible College 
and Seminary. 

[ ]N E W S

THE STUDENT LIFE CENTER Grand Opening weekend 
April 16-17 was one to remember. The event kicked off 
on Friday afternoon with informational tours of the newly 
completed Student Life Center led by Dr. Wade Mobley 
(FLBCS president), Adam Osier (FLBC dean), and Eric 
Christenson (facilities manager). After a week of chilly 
temperatures and drizzle, the weather cleared and guests 
enjoyed dinner on the terraces outside the SLC, where 
three food truck vendors offered options for sale.

In the evening, guest speaker Dr. Sean McDowell 
spoke on the importance of having a biblical worldview. 
Members of the Board of Trustees and the Building 
Committee joined in the ribbon-cutting ceremony at the 
end of the evening (above) as Dr. Mobley gave thanks to 
God for the gift of this ministry facility. The Doxology was 
sung as a conclusion to the ceremony. 

On Saturday, alumni and friends competed in the 
Alumni Basketball Tournament (right). It was a great way 
to end the celebration as current and former students 
enjoyed the space the Conquerors now call home court. 

The Lord’s faithfulness to the Free Lutheran Bible 
College and Seminary throughout this entire project has 
been evident. The SLC building will provide ministry 
opportunities for years to come. All praise to Him!
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[ ]FAC U LT Y

THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT the appeal of new 
things that captivates our attention. On the FLBCS 
campus it’s the completion of the new Student Life 
Center that’s all the buzz. In addition to a fantastic 
grand opening weekend, we’ve already hosted an 
alumni basketball tournament, the FLBC spring 
concert, and graduation ceremonies. We are pleased 
to welcome the AFLC Annual Conference in June. 

Everyone I talk with is thrilled about this new 
facility. It’s beautiful! Praise God for His provision of 
this new space for our students and friends.

It reminds me of the comment of a certain wide-
eyed disciple in Mark’s Gospel. Calling attention to 
Herod’s impressive temple-expansion project, he 
pointed out, “Look, Teacher, what wonderful stones 
and what wonderful buildings!” (Mark 13:1b). 
It’s true—our attention can so often be focused on 
things that aren’t going to last forever. 

Jesus himself embodied the temple not made by 
human hands. He came as God incarnate, graciously 
dwelling with us (John 1:14). It is Christ who 
promises, “I will build my church” (Matthew 16:18). 
He is the Cornerstone on which we are being built 
into a “holy temple in the Lord” (Ephesians 2:21). 

God’s plan is to make all things new! Consider 
these words: “And he who was seated on the 
throne said, ‘Behold, I am making all things new.’ 
Also he said, ‘Write this down, for these words are 
trustworthy and true’” (Revelation 21:5). 

Who is it who is seated on this heavenly 
throne? Both the Father and the Son share the 
throne (Revelation 3:21; 22:1). And notice what 
our God is doing—what a wonderful gospel 
statement this is—He is “making all things new.” 

Here is the good news that stands at the 
heart of the Book of Revelation. God’s renovation 
project is under way now, certainly, but this gospel 
declaration looks forward especially to a celestial 
“grand opening” celebration in the future. 

Through Isaiah the prophet, God had 
already announced His plans: “Behold, 
I am doing a new thing” (Isaiah 43:19). 
He promises new heavens and a new 
earth (66:22). That means all the people 
of God, together with the heavens and 
earth, will be transformed into one 
amazing new creation. It’s God’s sure 
promise to restore what was marred by 
sin—to make it all new.

Paul assures us that “if anyone  
is in Christ, he is a new creation”  
(II Corinthians 5:17). The old man is put 
off, crucified. One day the newness we 
experience in this life through grace will 
blossom to its perfect completion when 
Jesus comes again.

The declaration of good news of 
what our Savior is doing is followed by 
a command. John (for the twelfth time 
in this book) is instructed to “Write this 
down …” Why? “… for these words are trustworthy 
and true.” 

Consider what the Lord is saying to us in this 
verse: The Word of God has been recorded for our 
sake so that we will take it to heart, embracing it by 
faith until our Lord returns. We can take God at His 
Word and build our lives on this sure foundation, 
because our Lord is forever trustworthy and true.

So, what’s new? Biblically, the “new thing” that 
matters most is God’s new creation through the 
life-transforming work of Christ. If you hear this 
trustworthy Word, considering what Christ has done 
(and is doing!), you can trust it 100 percent. Then, 
anticipate the glorious grand opening one day.

Dr. Jerry Moan [FLBCS faculty] is a member  
of Solid Rock Free Lutheran,  Anoka, Minn.

HE IS MAKING ALL THINGS NEW



IMAGINE WITH ME a hike through terrain similar 
to the Badlands. You walk up and down, almost 
aimlessly, through both barren land and beautiful 
scenery. Sometimes, you descend into a valley, only 
to look up and see how far you have to hike to get 
back home. Other times, you hike up what seems 
like the steepest cliff, and you see God’s amazing 
work for miles. You rely on the little breath you 
have left and the last sip of water in your bottle to 
make it home alive. A cool house with loved ones 
seems like the best place to be as your body aches 
more than it ever has.

Life can feel this way for me. I get tired when 
I am walking through a valley, and I long for more 
when I feel that I have no purpose. Deep down, my 
soul knows I am not home. God has been faithful 
in teaching me that He is always with me. He is 
constantly restoring me by providing rest, walking 
with me, and preparing a place for me to be when 
He calls me home. 

As I travel the journey of this life, God has 
taught me to find rest in Him. I cannot work for His 
love because, as Romans 8:1 relates, I am no longer 
condemned: God has saved me by the work that 
Jesus has done on the cross. Each day, He gives me 
His power to keep walking. When I thirst, He gives 
me living water, like Jesus gave the woman at the 
well in John 4. I need simply to rest in Him and rely 
on Him to orchestrate what only He can do. He has 

set me free from my bondage to sin and gives me 
love to share with those around me. 

As I walk through tough terrain or embrace 
a mountaintop experience, God is always with 
me, helping me. Isaiah 41:10b tells me, “I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with 
my righteous right hand.” By His strength, I am able 
to walk with and to love those around me. His love 
is the breath in me that gives me purpose. 

As the hike continues, I long to be home with 
loved ones rather than trudging alone. This is 
similar to how my heart longs for more than this 

world can give. I long for peace, 
for unity, and for everlasting joy. 
In Romans 8:18, Paul writes, “I 
consider that our present sufferings 
are not worth comparing with the 
glory that will be revealed in us.” 
There is more. God has not only 
restored my heart now, but He is 
going to make all things new. He 
gives me blessings of peace and rest 
on this earth, and He is preparing a 
place for me in Heaven. There will 
be no more pain or suffering. He is 
walking with me on the hard path  
of this life, and someday, He will call 
me home to my heavenly dwelling 
place. What joy there is to cling to 
this hope!

To those desperate for rest and peace, come to 
Jesus. Let Him provide you with purpose and living 
water. To those of you who believe in the saving 
work of Jesus Christ for you, rejoice with me. God is 
faithful to restore. Someday, we will all be gathered 
in perfect unity. Praise the Lord for His saving work 
to restore us to Him forever. 

Amy Johnson [FLBC, 2021 graduate]  
is a member of the Dalton Free Lutheran  

Parish, Dalton, Minn.
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The Savior’s 
restoring 
work in us
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MAGGIE HOLT [BIBLE COLLEGE]

[ ]F E AT U R E

SCOTT PIERSON [SEMINARY]

Our Father is

MAKING
all things

NEW
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GRACE TAYLOR [BIBLE COLLEGE]

KEZIAH QUANBECK [BIBLE COLLEGE] CAMERON FOUKS [BIBLE COLLEGE]

DANNY FABER [BIBLE COLLEGE]
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An eternal 
perspective

MY SENIOR YEAR OF HIGH SCHOOL did not go 
as I expected. Throughout the year, things I looked 
forward to started to slip away. Our homecoming 
football game was flooded out, three beloved 
faculty members passed away, and the end of a 
relationship was discouraging. Still, at least I could 
look forward to the upcoming track season. As it 
turned out, Covid-19 would ruin those plans, too. 
I started to ask God why He would take all these 
good things away from me. In the moment, I didn’t 
think of how fleeting those things were. 

Our God is eternal and perfect. God created the 
world perfectly, but creation has been broken and 
corrupted by sin due to the fall. Because of God’s 
loving nature and His desire for all things to be 
good, He has promised to make His creation new 
once again. Revelation 21:5 says, “And he who was 
seated on the throne said, ‘Behold, I am making 
all things new.’ Also, he said, ‘Write this down, for 
these words are trustworthy and true.’” 

Over this past year, I’ve been given a desire to 
see things through an eternal perspective. Seeing 
my senior year fall through the cracks brought 

me to the realization that I had been devoting 
my life to things and experiences of this world 
that wouldn’t last. I had heard the words of Jesus 
in Matthew 6:19 many times: “Do not lay up for 
yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy and where thieves break in and steal,” but I 
had never really thought about what that meant for 
my life. 

Through God’s grace, we have been welcomed 
into His family. The work of Jesus Christ has 
justified us so that we may become a new creation 
before God. While we are justified, Christ also 
gave us the Holy Spirit to change us through 
sanctification. I felt like I had an obligation to do 
the right thing throughout most of my life to prove 
that I was a true Christian. I didn’t realize that I 
had turned righteousness into my work instead of 
Christ’s work. I’m starting to learn that changing my 
heart isn’t a matter of trying harder, it’s a matter of 
letting the Holy Spirit change my heart. 

Once the Holy Spirit starts to change our 
hearts, our desires and actions begin to reflect God’s 
will instead of our own. As followers of Christ and 
heirs of heaven, we can see that the things of this 
world will not last. As a result, God gives us a desire 
to share the gospel truth with others: Jesus died 
so that all people may have access to an eternity in 
God’s presence, restored from our broken state on 
this earth. 

I find encouragement in the words of  
II Corinthians 5:17-18: “Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come. All this is from 
God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself 
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.” May you 
find your peace and hope not in the things of this 
world but in the work of Jesus Christ alone.

Kyle Erickson [FLBC, first-year student] is a 
member of Rose Free Lutheran, Roseau, Minn.

[ ]B I B L E  C O L L E G E
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[ ]S E M I N A RY

MY FACE TURNED SLIGHTLY red as I looked 
around the classroom. My hand was one of only 
three raised in response to the professor’s question: 
“Who believes that the Bible contains an accurate 
description of the origin of man?” I honestly hoped 
the teacher wouldn’t notice my response. He must 
have, though, because the remainder of the lecture 
that day in Introduction to Cultural Anthropology 
seemed to be directed at me. Professor Mallery 
clearly made it his personal mission to “enlighten” 
those of us who held to the Genesis creation 
account. Forty-five minutes later, I walked out of the 
classroom shamed by my lack of courage. 

I had just graduated from the Bible College and 
had been excited to face secular academia head 
on. I had not anticipated that a young professor at 
a local community college would stop me in my 
tracks. What he said wasn’t particularly convincing. 
In fact, I knew several apologetic tactics that could 
have exposed his flawed arguments. I knew that the 
beauty and order of creation proclaim the majesty 
of God, leaving man without excuse in his sin. Yet 
these answers had stuck in my throat. 

The pressure to submit to the world’s wisdom 
only increased when I transferred to the University 
of Minnesota. It surprised me that as disinterested 
as most of my teachers were in pursuing biblical 
truth, my fellow students were the most aggressive 
in attacking the Christian faith of their parents and 
grandparents. A few moments stick out: seeing the 
shocked faces of the other members of the Christian 
Philosophy club when I told them I believed the 
Bible was inerrant; telling blow-horn guy I would 
be voting in favor of traditional marriage as he 
interrogated passersby about their intentions in the 
upcoming voter referendum; translating the Book of 
Mark in my Greek class with students who saw little 
if any historical merit in the text. 

I gradually grew more comfortable speaking 
up, yet my arguments always seemed to fall on 

deaf ears. It was discouraging. Christian 
friends, family members, and individuals 
from my local congregation encouraged 
me to persevere. I completed my bachelor’s 
degree, but I can’t deny I was left with 
doubts—not doubts about the truth of the 
Bible but doubts about my ability to defend 
its authority. 

This spring, by God’s grace, I completed 
the requirements for the Master of Divinity 
degree from the Free Lutheran Seminary. 
My years in seminary made me a better 
apologist. The task of defending the gospel 
using reason and logic is not hopeless. The 
Bible speaks in plain language and appeals 
to all people to be reconciled to God 
through faith in Christ. 

But the training at seminary instilled a 
lesson I should have paid more attention to 
in Bible College: For those who place their 
own thoughts as a judge over Scripture, 
the wisdom of God will remain a mystery. 
My confidence in God and His Word 
cannot rest in my own ability to defend the 
claims of Scripture, it must rest in Christ Himself. 
Ultimately, He defends His glory, softens hard 
hearts, and confirms His promises to mankind. 
The wisdom of this world is passing away to be 

surpassed by the glory of the One who is the way, 
the truth, and the life.  

Josh Johnson [FLS, 2021 graduate] is a 
member of Solid Rock Free Lutheran, Anoka, Minn.

THE MYSTERY OF GOD’S WISDOM
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N E W S

THE FLBC ADMISSIONS department has been 
working diligently to roll out a new service for 
high school students and their families. The 
process began when staff members encountered 
Career Direct, a biblically based assessment tool 
that helps students discover their God-given mix 
of personality, interests, skills, and values and 
relate this to a career path. Rebecca Moan, FLBC 
admissions coordinator, committed to the hours of 
training to be a certified Career Direct consultant. 

“It was eye-opening to learn about the extensive 
research that was conducted to develop the Career 
Direct assessment,” said Moan. “It was fulfilling 
to see how applying biblical principles to career 
choices is an act of stewardship. Additionally, it 
was corrective to be reminded that one personality 
type isn’t better than another—something I knew 
but did not always value. Considering our Creator’s 
handiwork, it’s clear that we need, for example, 
both introverts and extroverts, the cautious 
and adventurous, and the unstructured and 
conscientious.” 

Those age 16 and older can now register for 
the assessment online at flbc.edu/career-direct. 
After students complete the assessment, Moan will 
meet with them and at least one parent (virtually or 
in-person) to explain the results. Those who have 
taken advantage of the new service give positive 
feedback after seeing the wealth of information 
gleaned from the assessment tool. 

Career coaching is not the only way to choose 
a path forward, but Moan points to Colossians 3:17 
as one reason students should consider this tool. 

“Career Direct can help you discern if you 
are being a good steward of the personality, gifts, 
interests, and values God has given you. It’s all 
about stewardship and bringing glory to God,” said 
Moan.

Participating in the assessment does not mean 
automatic enrollment at FLBC, but the admissions 
team reminds students that two years at the Bible 
College will prepare them to go anywhere grounded 
in God’s Word. 

The Bible College and Seminary will host 
FLY One-Night at 7 p.m. (CT) July 7 in the 
Hauge Memorial Chapel, Plymouth, Minn. 
Tune in to the live-streamed event to hear from 
featured speaker Eric Samuel Timm along 
with FLY President Gideon Johnson, National 
Youth Director Jason Holt, and FLY Convention 
Coordinator Daniel Keinanen. Registration is 
required for in-person attendance, which is 
limited to high school juniors and seniors. Find 
more info at flyconvention.org/one_night.

Pastors and lay people are invited to attend 
the Summer Institute of Theology (SIT) August 
2-6 on the campus of the Free Lutheran Bible 
College and Seminary in Plymouth, Minn. 
Special guests Dr. Bryan Chapell and Dr. Zac 
Hicks will present on this year’s theme, “Christ-
Centered Preaching and Worship.” Pastor Gary 
Jorgenson and Dr. Nathan Olson will round out 
the teaching line up. Registration is available 
for full or partial-week participants. If you have 
never attended SIT, this is the year to check it 
out. Find more information at flbc.edu/sit.

Alumni and friends of FLBC will meet July 
30 at The Refuge Golf Club, Oak Grove, Minn., 
for this year’s Golf Scramble. Competition is 
sure to be fierce for the top prizes and bragging 
rights award to the winning teams. All net 
proceeds support student scholarships at the 
Bible College. Come early to practice on the 
driving range and putting green. A shotgun 
start at noon will be followed by dinner and 
student testimonies. Register as an individual, 
create your own team of four, and/or sponsor a 
hole by visiting flbc.edu/events/golf-scramble/.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ME[ ]
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NO OTHER GODS
[ ]A L U M N I

The Free Lutheran Bible College and Seminary
3134 E. Medicine Lake Blvd.
Plymouth, MN 55441

AS A SINGLE WOMAN who has never lost a 
family member under 80, had a nasty breakup, or 
lost a good friend, I have found that my greatest 
risk of loving and losing has been the handful 
of youth group kids whom I have taken into my 
heart and my home. It has also been the first test I 
have had of a true idol in my life. My four “kids,” 
who are in a different category than the hundreds 
of kids whom I have taught and mentored because 
they have actually lived with me and looked to me 
as a mom, are now 23, 20, 19, and 14 years old. I 
have been deeply hurt by some of the choices they 
have made, but I also love them with a love that 
would consume me if I let it. That is idolatry. 

When I read C.S. Lewis’s The Great Divorce 
as a Bible school student, one of the characters 
stood out to me: Pam, the mother. Rereading her 
story today (chapter 11), was like a punch in the 
gut. Pam comes to the afterlife 10 years after her 

young son, Michael, has died. She has spent those 
years wishing Michael back and being angry at her 
husband and her daughter because she perceived 
they didn’t miss Michael as much as she did. Now, 
as her brother is trying to guide her into Heaven, 
Pam makes it clear that she is not in Heaven to be 
with God (not to mention the rest of her family), 
but to see her darling son. Her brother tells her 
the first thing she needs to be strong enough for 
Heaven is to want someone else besides Michael: 
“only a little germ of desire for God,” instead of 
“treating God only as a means to Michael.” Pam’s 
brother also explains that sometimes God takes 
away something we love too much so that we can 
learn to love Him truly. 

Though I was close to my family growing up, 
especially being home schooled, I always knew 
that I would move away and that things would 
change. That transition seemed to go smoothly 

from my own perspective. For some reason, it 
didn’t prepare me to let my own kids go. Any time 
that I have to go for a substantial period of time 
without being with or hearing from one of my 
kids (treatment, jobs, Covid-19, or more painful 
reasons), I have done it pretty unwillingly. I am 
learning that it is my opportunity to press into 
God, but I am horrible at it. I continue to pray 
that God will end the necessity of the separation, 
and in so doing I am treating God as a means 
to my will, just like Pam. When I panic and get 
clingy, I also am operating under the delusion that 
a human being could be really “mine,” or that I 
could be theirs. We all belong to God, first and 
last. We can only love others because He loved 
us first (I John 4:19), and I will find my ultimate 
satisfaction in no one but Him.

Christina Osthus (FLBC 2006) lives in Omaha, Neb.


